Flipside Burgers in Oakland, CA – update, lunch

Review date: Jan. 7, 2015

(previous review appended below)

We brought Inez to Flipside Burgers as they have a Hawaiian burger, one of those pineapple-topped, teriyaki-glazed patties that she adores. I used to bring her to Flipper's in Montclair Village, but the ownership changed and the burgers went downhill.

Flipside has been one of our new finds. They make a hefty, good quality burger with a wide variety of options. The patty is flavorful, the bun is good, they have sweet potato fries and use fresh oil. Although this is a simple low budget eatery, it's scrupulously clean and well-kept, with cheerful, efficient staff. 

All burgers come with one side – your choice of white or sweet potato fries, or onion rings, all a generous portion. We ordered extra pineapple for Inez, which was a mistake as we didn't realize Flipside uses two pineapple rings as standard, so she ended up with four canned pineapple rings! But she loves them, so was very happy to finish them off along with half the burger. This was a good showing for her, along with about a quarter of the sweet potato fries.

I got my burger with Swiss cheese and mushrooms, one of my favorite combinations. Carlos chose a double patty with cheese, and onion rings on the side. He only finished half of his burger, so we took his and Inez's leftovers home.

We enjoy Flipside. So far it's our pick for an inexpensive but above-average burger in Alameda Cty. The sliders at Joshu-Ya/Berkeley are terrific, but parking is a hassle. The burger's good at both Mockingbird, Scott's, The Fat Lady, but all are a level below the top when you take value into consideration. Our pick for the best burger in the East Bay would be Artisan/Lafayette, in Contra Costa Cty, but they don't always have it on the menu.

Ergo, by default we award the (current) palm to Flipside. It's hard to beat their quality, flavor and size, in addition to a bargain price. Add in a clean if plain interior, a cheerful and accommodating staff ("We'll do anything you want!" in response to a question), quick efficient service, and you gotta like this little place.

Inez paid for lunch, so no prices this time.

Flipside Burgers 

3401 Lakeshore Ave, Oakland, CA 94610

http://www.fsburger.com/assets/docs/flipside-burgers-menu.pdf
Review date:  two visits 2014

We enjoy Flipside. So far it's our pick for an inexpensive but above-average burger in Alameda Cty. The sliders at Joshu-Ya/Berkeley are terrific, but parking is a hassle. The burger's good at Mockingbird, Scott's, The Fat Lady, but all are a level below the top when you take value into consideration. We don't like the burgers at Park Burger or Chop Bar. Our pick for the best burger in the East Bay would be Artisan/Lafayette in Contra Costa Cty, but they don't always have it on the lunch menu.

Ergo, by default we award the (current) palm to Flipside. It's hard to beat their quality, flavor and size, in addition to a bargain price. Add in a clean if plain interior, a cheerful and accommodating staff ("We'll do anything you want!" in response to a question), quick efficient service, and you gotta like this little place.

Gourmet--no. Date night--only if she already knows you're "frugal" aka a cheapskate. Good value--YES. If your SO is like me, with a passion for a big fat 1/2 lb (yes, their patties are a full 1/2 lb.!) burger, come here!

